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To  tlie  Indulgent  Reader. 


JJ7 H0EP7LR  you  are  that  conde fiend 
* * to  perufe  this  f 'mall , and  plain  trad, 
which  is  not  written  merely  to  fatisfy  the 
curious , nor  the  critick  ; there  may  be 
fomething  therein  that  may  afford  the 
former  fatisfaClion , but  the  latter  I do 
expert  will  make  his  exceptions  and 
objections,  and  perhaps  more  fo  by  reafon 
of  his  prejudice  or  jaundiced  eye , which  too 
often  prevails  when  fuch  an  one  takes  up 
any  work , only  with  an  intent  to  find  out 
its  faults . I have  not  attempted  to  take  it 

• J*  J _ . • J ^ . 

up  m a didactic  way,  but  can  truly  fay , 
that  l began  it  with  a view  to  lay  by 
for  my  own  fupport  and  recollection,  with 
many  other  things  that  I have  written , 
not  intending  it  for  public  infpeCiion-. — 
But  being  very  often  asked  about  the  fub- 
jeCt,  1 told  the  inquirers  I had  fome  mi- 
nutes by  me  for  my  own  future  informa- 
tion ; I was  urged  by  fever al  to  make 
them  public,  and  I have  reluctantly 
granted  them  their  requefl ; yet,  not 
without  requefiing  the  Father  of  mercies 
that  he  would  fucceed  the  attempt  with 
his  bleffmg  upon  it,  to  the  humble  teach- 
able Chriflian  reader . 
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PREFACE. 

BEING  Jed  to  the  choice  of  the 
following  fubjedt,  from  a recent 
Jofs  which  has  come  to  pafs  in  the 
death  of  our  late  and  very  valuable 
Minilter,  Dr.  Henry  Peckwell ; and 
wilhing  to  contribute  my  mite  to  the 
remembrance  of  him,  and  alio  by 
way  of  encouragement  to  thole  who 
have  been  more  immediately  related  to 
him  in  the  character  of  a Mini  Iter  of 
the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Clirilt, 
and  alio  as  Phylician  to  the  Society 
called  The  Sick  Man  s Friend.  An 
immediate  acquaintance  with  him  in 
thele  characters,  and  being  an  eye- 
witnefs  cf  his  affe&ionate  conduct  in 
both  of  them,'  but  particularly  in  the 
latter,  has  been  the  occalion  of  taking- 
up  my  maiden  pen  to  leave  a memo, 
rial  of  fome  tranfaCtions,  of  which  I 
have  not  been  an  idle  obi'erver.  And 
alio  to  vindicate  that  Divine  Provi. 
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deuce,  which  took  him  away  (com- 
paratively) at  a ftroke,  from  the  midft 
of  us,  and  it*  the  meridian  of  his  life 
and  ufefulnefs  amongfl:  us — I think  I 
may  alfo  venture  to  fay,  that  as  a Mi- 
ni flier,  we  have  very  few  left  behind 
him  that  are  his  equals;  but  in  the 
two-fold  character  that  he  moved,  I 
may  boldly  fay  fuch  another  is  not 
left  behind,  therefore  worthy  of  our 
memorial.  But  the  rather  to  'vindicate 
the  truth  from  the  mifconceptions 
that  have  been  formed  of  his  charac- 
ter as  the  Phyfician  to  T’he  Sick  Man's 
Friend.  There  have  not  been  want- 
ing thofe  (even  amongfl:  his  friends) 
who  have  been  furprized  at  his  inter- 
fering in  that  charadter  ; and  judging 
that  it  muff  have  clafhed  with  his  of- 
ficial one,  as  a Minifer  ; — but  this 
has  been  ralhly  urged  for  want  of 

better  information. Suffice  it  to  fay 

in  one  word,  that  his  diligence  was 
not  impeded  in  the  one  by  the  other, 
but  by  the  fcenes  he  law  in  the  one, 
lie  was  {Emulated  to  improve  in  the 
other ; and  when  this  mifinterpreta- 
tiqii  was  put  upon  his  condudf,  and 
an  imagination  enlued,  that  he  was 
about  to  leave  the  more  honourable 

employ- 
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employment,  to  pnrfue  the  leffer,  he 
replied  in  thefe  words  from  the  pul- 
pit, that  if  there  was  one  hour  of  his 
life  that  he  could  count  happier  than 
another , it  was  that  when  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  Pulpit , hi  the  fervice  of 
his  Lord  and  Majler , jefus  Chrijl.  And 
io  he  did  as  an  inftrument  follow  him 
in  fpending,  and  being  fpent,  not  only 
for  the  louls  of  men  chiefly,  as  they 
were  his  moft  earneft  purfuit,  but 
alfo  for  their  bodies.  Caviller  ! go 
, thou  and  do  like  wife. 


JOB, 
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JOB,  Chap.  xii.  Verse  14. 

BEHOLD  HE  BREAKETH  DOWN,  AND  IT  CANNOf 
BE  BUILT  AGAIN : HE  SHUTTETH  UP  A MAN, 
AND  THERE  CAN  BE  NO  OPENING-. 


IN  the  perfon  of  Job,  we  have  a, 
character  raifed  lip  of  the  Lord  in 
the  patriarchal  days,  for  a confirma* 
tion  of  the  truth  of  God,  in  the  prac-^ 
tical  and  experimental  parts  of  the 
fame,  fo  that  it  has  been  very  wifely 
and  judicioufly  obferved  by  one,  that 
the  Book  of  Job  was  the  Patriarch's 
Gofpel.  But  as  there  have  been,  fo 
are  there  now  many  oppolers,  ot  not 
only  this  book  in  particular,  but  of 
the  whole  Old  Teflament,  as  if  it  re- 
lated only  to  fadls  then  done  to,  and 
amongft  that  people,  who  were  dil- 
tinguifhed  by  the  names,  Jews  and 
Israelites ; but  the  Apoftle  Peter 
filences  fuch  futiie  objedtions,  by 
declaring,  that  to  the  Lord  Jefus 

Chri/Iy 
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Chrift , all  the  Prophets  gave  wit - 
.«<?/},  A<fts  x.  43.  again,  his  2d  epift. 
lift  chap.  20th  verfe,  Knowing  this 
fitjl , //W  prophecy  of  the  fcripture  is 
of  any  private  interpretation — fo  that  a 
mind  not  prejudiced  againft,  but  in- 
fluenced by  the  fcriptures,  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  this  part,  with  all  the 
other  Old  Teftament  fcriptures,  are 
written  for  our  inftru&ion,  and  more 
concerns  us  than  many  are  aware  of ; 
for  he  who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake , 
has  teftified  that  not  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
fall  in  no  wife  fail  from  the  Law , till 
all  be  fulfilled , Matt.  v.  18.  either  in 
the  perfon  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
meritorioufly,  who  is  the  end  of  the 
taw  for  righteoufne/s  to  every  one  that 
believeth , Rom.  x.  44.  or,  in  the  fai- 
vation  of  them  through  Him,  other- 
wife  it  will  have  its  threatenings  ex- 
ecuted on  all  them  that  obey  not  the 
gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 1 2 Theft, 
i.  8.  which  conhfts  in  taking  him  for 
wifdom , and  right eoufnefs,  and  fancti- 
fication , and  redemption , 1 Cor.  i.  30. 
And  the  proof  that  thefe  ase  become 
ours,  will  appear  in  our  lives  and  con. 
verfations,  when  there  is  not  a walk- 
ing after  the  flelh,  the  works  of  which 
B 5 are 
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are  fummed  up  in  the  19th,  20th  and 
2 1 ft  verfes  of  the  5th  chapter  of  Gal. 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  fruits  pro- 
duced in  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 
are  made  partakers  of  thofe  invaluable 
bleffings,  are  produced  by  a meafure 
of  the  fame  Spirit  imparted  to  them, 
which  is  eftentially  in  their  Head  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  which  unites 
them  to  him — and  from  whom  their 
fruit  is  found,  Holea  xiv.  8. — as  doth 
the  branches  of  the  vine,  by  theft 
participation  of  its  lap,  and  union  to 
its  root ; which  metaphor  our  Lord  is 
pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  to  reprefent  the 
affinity,  for  he  has  laid  refpedting  his 
difciples  or  fcholars,  I am  the  vine,  ye 
are  the  branches , John  xv.  5.  Such 
condefcenfion  in  the  Lord  of  Life  and 
Glory,  explains  what  the  Apoftle 
Peter  fays  in  another  place,  that  true 
believers  (not  nominal  Chriftians,  or 
foolilh  virgins)  are  made  partakers  of 
the  Divine  Nature,  2 Peter  i.  4.  in  con- 
sequence of  their  union  with  him, 
who  is  God  and  man  in  one  Chrift — 
who  is  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour , 
Jefus  Chrift,  Titus  ii.  13. — the  ground 
of  which  u^ion  is  the  everlafting  love 
of  God  in  Chrift, .who  is  Jehovah, 

. , Self- 
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felf-exifting ; and  as  Jeremiah  pro 
phefied,  chap.  xxxi.  3.  The  Lord  hath 
appeared  of  old  unto  me , faying,  T have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlafling  love,  there- 
fore with  loving  kindnefs  have  I drawn 
thee.  The  manifeftation  of  which  to 
the  heart  of  the  fubjeCt  of  it,  is,  when 
the  Lord  is  pleafed  in  the  day  of  his 
power  to  take  away  the  vail,  which 
is  upon  the  mind  of  every  fon  and 
daughter  of  Adam,  the  removal  of 
which  defeat  (which  was  procured  by 
lin,  and  which  juftly  has  been  en- 
tailed on  all  the  pofterity  of  our  fin- 
ful  firft  parents ) is  reprefented  in 
feripture  language,  as  being  tranfiated 
from  the  kingdom  of  Satan  into  the  king- 
dom of  God’s  dear  Son,  Col.  i.  13.  The 
oppolites  of  either  are  darknefs  and 
light,  or  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,y*?  were 
fometime  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  light 
in  the  Lord,  Eph.  v.  8.  the  latter,  of 
thefe  characters  the  Lord  has  given  to 
his  fervant  Job,  though  in  other 
words,  A perfect  and  an  upright  man, 
one  that  feared  God,  and  efehewed  evil. 
Job  i.  1.  Now  this  perfection  and 
uprightnefs  mud  confill  in  his  rela- 
tion to,  or  union  with  thevLord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  fame  yejlerday,  to- 
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day , and  for  ever , Heb.  xiii.  8.  for  it 
cannot  be  the  character  of  any  man 
( abftra&edly  confidered  ) fince  the 
great  tranfgreffion  of  Adam,  for  it  is 
written,  'They  are  all  gone  out  of  the  way , 
they  are  together  become  unprofitable, 
there  is  none  that  doeth  good , no  not  one 9 
Rom.  iii.  12.  then  wo  be  to  that  per- 
fon  that  goes  about  to  efablijh  a righte - 
oufnefs  of  his  own , and  who  has  not  fub- 
miited  to  the  righteovfnefs  of  God,  Rom. 
x.  3.  Therefore  the  conclulion  mull: 
of  neceffity  be  drawn,  that  Job  was 
accounted  upright  or  perfect  in  that 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God,  which 
is  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

But  this  holy  man  was  not  ex- 
empted from  falfe  accufations,  and 
thofe  from  his  friends,  when  they  laid 
things  to  his  charge  which  he  knew  not , 
Pfalm  xxxv.  11.  as  was  done  to  the 
perfon  of  his  mafter ; and  after  the 
Lord,  as  a fovereign,  was  pleafed  to 
afflift  him,  by  very  great  bereav- 
ments  in  all.  his  children,  his  fub- 
ftance  and  fervants ; and  after  very 
heavy  ftripes,  Job  does  not  charge 
God  with  injuftice,  but  fays,  ‘The  Lord 
gave , and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away , 
b/effed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord , Job  i.  21. 
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But  Satan  was  permitted  to  cdme 
nearer  in  his  defires  to  lift  Job,  faying 
to  the  Lord,  Skin  for  Skin,  yea,  all  that 
a man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life , but 
put  forth  thine  hand  now,  and  touch  his 
bone  and  his  flefj,  and  he  will  curfe  thee 
to  thy  face.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto 
Satan , Behold , he  is  in  thy  hand,  but 
fave  his  life.  Job  ii.  4,  5,  6.  thence- 
forth Job  being  given  up  for  trial  to 
Satan,  and  he  making  ufe  of  his 
friends  (they  on  their  part  mifunder- 
ftanding  the  ground  of  his  trials)  feem 
to  accufe  him  of  hypocrify,  which 
anfwered  Satan’s  purpofe  in  tempting 
Job,  like  Mofes,  to  J'peak  unadvifedly 
with  his  lips,  Pfalm  cvi.  33.  And 
being  challenged  by  Zophar,  in  the 
xith  chap.  3d  verfe,  Should  thy  lies  make 
men  hold  their  peace  f — and  in  the  14th 
verfe,  If  iniquity  be  in  thine  hand,  put 
it  far  away,  and  let  not  wickednefs 
dwell  in  thy  tabernacle  ; thefe  accufa- 
tions  with  others,  extorted  from  Job 
a maintenance  of  his  integrity,  that 
his  undemanding  was  as  theirs,  and  that 
he  was  not  inferior  to  them  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  creating  a?id  governing 
power  of  God,  Job  xii.  3.  at  the  fame 
time  referring  his  friend  for  inftruc- 
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tion  to  the  beefs  of  the  field,  to  the 
fowls  of  the  air , to  the  earth,  and  to  the 
fifes  of  the  fea , that  they  jhall  teach,  tell, 
and  declare  unto  him , that  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  hath  wrought  this , and  in 
whofe  hand  is  the  foul  of  every  living 
thing , and  the  breath  of  all  mankind ; 
(at  the  lame  time  making  this  God 
honouring  confeiiion)  that  with  the 
Lord  is  wifdom  and  Jlrengih,  he  hath 
counfel  and  underfianding.  Job  xii.  y, 
8,  9,  io.  which  introduces  the  text, 
in  which  is  implied  that  God  has  wif- 
dom fufficient  to  devife  a way  for  the 
falvation  of  burners,  and  an  arm  of 
power  equal  to  that  falvation. 

The  particle  \En\  Behold,  which 
introduces  the  text,  is  a derivative 
taken  from  the  Hebrew  root  [£»], 
which  implies  a being  in  readinefs, 
and  whenever  it  occurs  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  the  Holy  Ghoft  fee-ms  to  have 
laid  a great  emphafis  on  it,  as  though 
he  called  for  a more  particular  atten- 
tion, and  fhould  fay Be  ye  in  readi- 

nefs  to  give  heed  to  that  which  fol- 
lows, always  bearing  in  mind  that 
there  is  no  fcripture  of  private  inter- 
pretation; for,,  what  has  happened  to 
Job,  may  alfo  happen  to  any  other  of 
the  fons  of  men.  The- 
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The  patient  man  who  endured  all 
the  afflictions  that  the  Almighty  was 
pleafed  to  lay  upon  him,  juftifies  him 
in  all  that  he  fuffers,  though  he  can- 
not find  out  at  prelent  what  he  means 
iii  the  vifftation,  which  occasions  him 
to  cry  out,  Shew  me  wherefore  thou 
contendfl  with  me,  Jobx.  ii.  and  again, 
when  his  ftroke  was  heavier  than  his 
groaning,  he  then  fays,  O that  I knew 
where  I might  find  him , that  I might 
come  even  to  his  feat  l Job  xx iii.  3.  but 
the  Lord  giveth  not  account  of  his 
dealings  with  the  children  of  men, 
only  leaves  this  confolatory  promife 
for  them,  that  all  things  fioall  work 
together  for  their  good,  who  love  and 
fear  him,  Rom.  viii.  28. 

The  character  that  the  perfon  fuf- 
tains,  who  aCts  after  the  counfel  of 
his  own  will,  is  Wifdom * ; an  appel- 
lative belonging  to  the  perfon  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  who  alfo  is  called 
the  Power  of  God,  and  the  JVifdom  of 
God , who  is  furthermore  laid  to  be 
the  IVord  which  was  in  the  beginning , 
which  was  with  God,  and  which  was 
God John  i.  1.  one  of  the  Aleim,  or 
Covenanters  for  the  redemption  of 

man, 
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man,  who  in  Old  Teftament  lan-? 
gunge,  was  better  known  by  the  An- 
gel of  the  Covenant,  who  appeared  to 
Adam  after  his  tranfgreffion,  by  the 
name  of  Jehoyah  Aleim,  the  Self- 
exiffing  Covenanters,  and  faid,  Where 
art  thou  ? Gen.  iii.  9.  and  at  this  early 
dawning  of  time,  was  pleafed  to  re- 
veal himfelf  to  be  the  Self-exiting 
Covenanters  in  that  fir  ft  promife  of 
mercy  (which  was  declared  in  the 
denunciation  of  judgment  againft  the 
ferpent),  It  ( that  is  the  woman’s 
feed ^Jloall  bruifethy  head , Gen.  iii.  1 5. 
This  is  he  who  appeared  to  Noah 
when  he  was  about  to  deffroy  all  flefh, 
with  the  earth,  becaufe  it  was  filled 
with  violence  through  them  that 
dwelt  therein,  and  commanded  him 
to  make  an  ark,  and  encouraged  him 
with  this  promife,  but  with  thee  will 
I eflablijh  my  covenant , Gen.  vi.  18.  and 
this  covenant  always  implies  a Puri- 
fier being  cut  off,  which  was  in  the 
determinate  council  of  God  to  take 
place  in  the  perfon  of  Mefiiah  -at  the 
end  of  the  feventy  weeks  which  Da- 
niel prophefied  of,  at  which  period 
the  God  Man  was  cut  off. ] but  not  for 
himfelf  for  he  was  without  f in , but  for 

us 
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us  mat,  and  for  our  [ah  at  ion  ; and 
which  was  typified  when  the  pafchal 
lamb  was  (lain,  which  the  Apoftle 
applying  to  Chrift,  fays,  Chrift , our 
Paffover , was  fain  for  us , i Cor.  v.  7. 
This  is  he  who  is  called  the  Word 
Jehovah , when  he  in  vifion  appeared 
to  Abram,  faying,  Fear  not , Abram , 
/ //y'  fhield , /^y  exceeding  great 

reward , Gen.  xv.  1.  and  how  this 
great  man  was  encouraged  from  this 
promife,  the  fequel  of  his  hiftory  will 
prove,  and  the  Apoflle  will  confirm, 
that  he  did  not  f agger  at  the  promife  of 
God,  through  unbelief,  but  was  frong 
in  faith , giving  glory  to  God , Rom.  iv, 
20.  This  is  he  who  is  called  the  Angel 
Jehovah,  (the  lent  One  Self-exiiHng) 
who  appeared  unto  Moles  in  a flame 
of  fire,  out  of  the  midfl  of  a burning 
buih,  and  who  afterwards  calls  hirnfelt 
the  God  of  thy  father , the  God  of  Abra~- 
ham , the  God  of  Ij'aac , and  the  God  of 
Jacob , Exod.  iii.  6.  Therefore  this  can 
be  no  created  angel,  for  Mofes  wor- 
Ihipped  him  ; and  it  is  written,  Let  all 
the  angels  of  God  worjhip  him , Heb.  I. 
6.  This  is*  he'  who  appeared  to  Jo- 
Ihua  (when  he  was  by  Jerico)  as  a 
man  with  his  fword  drawn  in  his 

C hand. 
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hand,  and  in  reply  to  Jofhua*s  inter- 
rogations, he  fays,  I am  for  you,  as 
Prince  of  the  hofi  of  the  Lord  am.  I 
' now  come  ; and  Joffua  fell  on  his  face 
to  the  earth , and  did  worjhip , and  j aid 
unto  him , What  faith  my  [Adoni]  Lord 
or  Ruler,  unto  his  fervant  ? — (The  fame 
•title  that  David  gives  him  in  the 
iioth  Pfalm,  Tfhe  Lord  faid  unto  my 
[Adoni]  • Lord  or  Ruler , fit  thou  at  my 
right-hand , until  I make  thine  enemies 
thy  footfool) — And  he  faid , Loofe  thy 
ffoe  from  off  thy  foot,  for  the  place  where- 
on thou  fandefl  is  holy  ; and  fofjua  did 
fo,  Jolh.  v.  15.  Therefore  this  Prince 
was  the  objedt  of  Jofhua’s  adoration, 
and  mu  ft  be  God  ; as  no  created  being 
taketh  this  honour  to  himfelf,  which 
is  due  to  God  alone. 

Thefe  paffages  of  fcripture,  with 
many  others,  might  be  introduced  to 
prove,  that  Jefus  is  Jehovah,  Supreme 
and  Alone,  againft  the  fpreading  he- 
refy  of  Arianifm  and  Socinianifm, 
which  now  abound.  But  to  the  fub- 
je£t  before  us,  to  prove  him  to  be  the 
Omnipotent  Ruler,  not  only  amongft 
the  armies  that  are  in  heaven,  but 
alio  amongft  the  inhabitants  that  are 
upon  earth ; and  for  this,  Job  brings 
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in  ills  teftlmony — that  it  is  he  that 
breaketh  down  nations,  kingdoms, 
cities,  and  individuals. 

In  the  firfi;  instance  do  we  regard 
his  fovreignty  in  his  deftrudtion  of 
nations, — behold  the  Jewifh,  where 
is  it  at  this  day  ? If  we  view  them  as 
the  favourites  of  Heaven,  (which  once 
they  were}  they  who  were  once  a -peo- 
ple, are  not  a people  ; they  who  once 
enjoyed  the  ordinances  and  oracles  of 
God,  with  the  fymbols  of  his  Pre- 
fence, now  they  do  not  enjoy  them, 
and  are  embracing  a fhadow,.  whillt 
the  fubflance  is  come,  which  is  Chrift 
Jefus , the  End  of  the  Law  for  righte- 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth , Rom, 
x.  4.  but  they  are  fh.ut  up  in  unbelief, 
in  that  they  reject  the  Meffiah  which 
was  predicted  to  come,  and  regard 
lying  vanities  which  are  fpun  outot  th$ 
brain  of  their  Rabbies,  who,  to  evade 
the  force  of  truth,  and  to  gain  lb  me 
plaufible  credit,  have  forged,  that  there 
is  to  come  another  Meffiah,  who  ffialJ. 
deliver  them  from  their  prefent  dii- 
perfion,  which  is  not  to  arife  from 
the  fame  tribe  as  Jefus  did,  from  the 
tribe  of  Judah  r How  is  the  tnofl  fine 
gold  changed , Lam.  iv.  1.  Reprobate 
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fiber  fhall  men  call  'them , becaufe  the 
Lord  hath  rejected  them , Jeremiah  vi. 
30.  are  not  thefe  predictions  verified 
in  them  as  a nation  ? and  in  this  cafe 
does  it  not  in  the  fulfilling  manifefl 
the  omnifcience,  as  well  as  the  omni- 
potence of  that  God,  who  was  em* 
phatically  called  their  Aleim,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth,  in  contradif- 
tindtion  to  the  gods  of  the  nation's, 
which  were  the  works  of  men’s  hands, 
or  the  imagination  of  their  brains  ? 
Now  can  any  man  reflect  on  the  blind- 
nefs  and  obftinacy  of  this  nation,  in 
fhutting  out  that  glorious  light  which 
.Ihone  amongft  themfelves  for  fo  long 
a feafon,  and  which  from  them  only, 
Ihone  out  to  the  reft  of  the  world  ; I 
lay,  can  any  man  refleft  upon  this 
without  obferving  the  immediate  fin- 
ger of  God  in  this  aftonifhing  event 
which  happened,  being  predicted  ? 

This  God,  who  has  thus  dealt  with 
his  own  people  becaufe  of  their  re- 
bellion, as  the  fovereign  difpenfer  of 
all  events,  has  raifed  up  great  and 
mighty  kingdoms  and  monarchies,  luch 
as  the  Chaldean,  Affyrian,  &c.  thefe 
were  raifed  up  of  God  to  be  a fcourge 
in  his  hands,  to  chaftife  his  rebellious 

„ people  ; 
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people  ; one  of  which  is  called  the  rod 
in  his  hand ’,  which  is  a metaphor 
taken  from  the  correction  of  a rebel- 
lious child,  fo  that  when  the  rod  has 
anfwered  the  purpofe  that  was  in- 
tended of  the  parent  or  tutor,  it  is 
call  away  and  burnt,  or  broken  to 
pieces  ; lo  it  is  alfo  done  by  thofe 
mighty  monarchs,  and  their  king- 
doms ; it  may  be  laid,  where  are  they  ? 

• the  place  that  once  knew  them, 

now  knows  them  no  more  for  ever  ; 
and  ff.mil  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
do  right  ? for  of  his  dillributive  jus- 
tice and  adlions  he  giveth  not  ac- 
count to  his  creatures,  the  children 
of  men  ; only  fo  far  he  has  revealed 
for  the  encouragement  of  thofe  who 
hope  in  his  mercy , Pfalm  cxlvii.  11. 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlalling 
covenant,  that  they  pall  be  faved  from 
the  hands  of  their  enemies , with  an  ever- 
lafling  falvation.  But  as  they  who 
fear  God  in  this  life,  know  but  in  part 
the  dealings  of  God  with  the  children 
of  men,  it  is  promifed  to  them,  that 
what  they  know  not  now , they  fall 
know  hereafter  ; this  fhoud  keep  them 
lubmillive  to  his  revealed  will,  whihl 
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a nation  is  rejected,  and  kingdoms 
overthrown. 

And  laflly,  with  regard  to  indivi- 
duals, it  is  he  that  breaketh  them 
down.  When  the  feriptures  fpeak  of 
evil  angels  or  men,  as  the  greateft 
adverfaries  a gain  ft  his  grace — of  that 
evil  angel  Satan  it  is  faid,  that  he  has 

hound  him  for  a thoufand  years but 

more,  he,  with  all  the  reft  of  them 
are  referved  in  chains  under  dark  fiefs, 
unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  Jude 
6.  And  if  thefe  great  pow'ers  are  but 
as  chaff  before  the  wind,  what  muft 
man  be,  who  is  but  as  a moth,  which 
may  be  crufhed  at  a moment  1 yea, 
even  the  whole  race  of  them,  as  were 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  (having 
eight  perfons)  when  God  deluged  the 
old  world ; but  when  they  delcend  to 
individuals  of  them,  when  a Pharoah, 
king  of  Egypt,  a great  and  mighty 
monarch  is  the  fubjefl  of  his  power, 
Exodus  ix.  1 6.  And  in  very  deed,  for 
this  caufe  have  I raifed  thee  up  (or  made 
thee  ft  and)  for  to  few  in  thee  my  power, 
and  that  my  name  may  he  declared 
throughout  all  the  earth.  How  did  he 
take  aft  their  firft-born,  the  excellency 
of  their  ftrength,  in  one  night,  by 
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the  ftroke  of  the  angel’s  fword  ? How 
did  he  take  off  the  chariot  wheels  of 
Pharoah,  and  defrayed  him,  when  he 
was  fluihed  with  expected  victory, 
when  he  brought  thofe  waves  over  the 
heads  of  him  and  his  hoft,  which  hood 
•up  as  walls  of  brafs  for  the  fafety  of  his 
people  Ifrael  ! The  Tea  is  commanded 
to  fwallow  them  all  up,  which  was 
prevented  by  his  power  from  touch- 
ing the  Israelites;  thus  he  was  pleafed 
to  make  one  and  the  fame  thing  the 
falvation  of  his  people,  and  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  his  enemies;  fo  that  there 
was  not  one  Ifraelite  loft,  nor  one 
Egyptian  fived — fo  great  is  the  power 
of  his  arm  ! Again,  it  was  this  fame 
power  that  was  manifested  in  the  pre- 
lervation  of  the  Three  Children  in 
the  fiery  furnace,  though  they  were 
caft  into  it  when  it  was  ordered  to  be 
heated  feven  times  more  than  it  was 
wont  to  be;  yet  the  working  of  it  was 
curbed  by  his  power,  fo  that  they 
who  truft  in  him,  when  they  pdfs 
through  the  fire  it  Jhall  not  hurt  them  ; 
yet  it  retained  its  nature  to  deflroy 
thofe  men  who  bound  thefe  and  threw 
them  into  it.  Again,  When  God  is 
pleafed  to  exert  his  power  by  apparent 
weak  means,  what  great  things  he 
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brings  to  pafs  by  fuch  ; as  ill  the  cafe 
of  the  plague  of  the  lice  and  locufts, 
when  he  commands  an  army  of  them 
to  attack  that  proud  king  of  Egypt, 
to  bring  down  his  lofty  looks  and 
proud  heart,  which  was  more  effec- 
tual to  the  purpofe  of  humbling  him, 
than  if  Mofes  had  been  ordered  to 
have  prepared  fome  thoufands  of  war- 
like inffruments,  and  to  have  in- 
ffrutfted  the  Ifraelites  in  the  ufe  of 
them.  But  in  all  thefe  operations, 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  fhewed 
his  power  in  controuling  nature,  and 
working  above  nature  ; evidently 
fhewing  to  his  enemies,  that  the  hea- 
vens, and  the  hods  of  them  were  fub- 
fervient  to  his  power,  though  they 
made  them  the  objects  of  their  adora- 
tion, and  {fill  perfiffed  in  their  rebel- 
lion ; and  yet  did  their  king  harden 
liis  heart  againff  God,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  whofe  heart  was,  Who  is 
the  Lord,  that  I fhould  ferve  him  ? 
But  to  one  particular  more,  ana  then 
I lh all  clofe  this  head,  though  I might 
have  multiplied  many.  In  the  cafe 
of  Daniel,  that  eminent  fervant  of 
the  Lord,  when  his  adverfaries  con- 
feffcdly  could  find  no  fault  in  him 

but 


'(  21  ) 

hut  for  worshiping  his  God — and 
even  a Darius  (whofe  law  once  being 
decreed,  altereth  not)  when  he  had 
commanded  this  Servant  of  the  Mod 
High  God,  to  be  cad  into  the  den, 
his  heart  was  more  penetrable  than 
his  law,  and  was  perfua’ded,  that 
Daniel’s  God,  'whom  he  ferved  coni'tnu ? 
ally,  he  would  deliver  him — the  con- 
duct of  the  king  proving  his  perfua- 
lion.  But  the  thing  under  this  head 
to  be  proved  is,  the  didributive  judice 
of  the  God  of  Daniel,  wh-ild  his 
power  was  mani  reded  through  the 
medium  of  a heathen  prince,  wjiofe 
heart  was  in  the  hand  of  God,  hy 
whom  kings  reign  and  princes  decree  juf- 
tice ; who  alfo  commanded  that  Da- 
niel’s adverfaries,  their  wives,  and 
their  children  Ihould  all  be  cad  into 
that  den  which  Daniel  had  been  de- 
livered, from,  and  in  which  he  had 
been  preferved,  fo  that  the  lions, 
whofe  ferocious  nature  was  to  devour, 
were  prevented  from  dedroying  Da- 
niel, by  his  arm  alone,  who  can  tame 
lions,  and  gives  them  to  be  breakers 
down  of  his  adverfaries. 

But  in  all  the  difplays  of  the  judice 
of  God  in  the  exertions  of  his  power 

to 
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to  punilh  offenders,  as  when  he  dif- 
perfes  a nation,  overthrows  kingdoms, 
and  cuts  off  multitudes  of  men  at  a 
ftroke,  the  fcriptures  are  very  clear 
in  this  matter,  that  it  is  only  the 
finally  impenitent  that  are  objects  of 
his  vindictive  juftice  ; and  this  He, 
who  is  emphatically  the  Truth,  has 
declared,  iii  faying,  when  he  was  told' 
of  the  cruelty  of  Pilate,  who  had 
mingled  the  blood  of  fome  Galileans 
with  their  facrifices,  and  alfo  of  thofe 
eighteen  upon  whom  the,  tower  of 
Siloam  fell,  Do  y e think  that  they  were 
Jinners  above  all  men  that  dewlt  in  Je- 
rufalem  f I tell  you  nay  ; but  except  ye 
repent,  ye /hall  all  likewife  perijh,  Luke 
xiii.  4,  5-  Now,  from  this  paflage 
we  may  gather  this  inftrudtion.  Firft, 
that  no  man  can  know  either  good  or 
evil  by  the  things  that  a man  fuffers, 
in  regard  to  the  outward  difpenfations 
of  the  providence  of  God,  for  all  things 
come  alike  to  all  herein.  Secondly , that 
none  are  to  prefume  upon,  nor  reft  in 
the  formalities  of  the  religion  of  Jefus, 
whilft  they  are  deftitute  of  the  power, 
becaufe  God's  righteous  judgment  is 
revealed  againft  fin  only,  and  if  it  has 
not  taken  vengeance  of  thy  fins,  oh 
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man  ! (whoever  thou  art)  in  the  Pef- 
fon  of  the  furety  for  fimiers,  and  thou 
art  ftilhat  enmity  in  thy  heart  againft 
God,  by  rejecting  that  facrifice,  and 
thou  liveft  in  the  rebellion  of  thy  heart 
againft  the  Chrift  of  God,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  fcripture  is,  thou  art  yet 
in  thy  fills,  and  the  wrath  of  God  is  upon 
thee , for  it  is  revealed  from  Heaven 
againfl  all  ungodlinefs , and  unrighteouf- 
nefs  of  men,who  hold  the  truth  in  unrigh- 
teoufnefs , Rom.  i.  18.  and  if  thou  die 
in  this  ftate,  then  a great  ranfom  can- 
not deliver  thee,  becaufe  tiler®  is  no 
repentance  in  the  grave.  ‘Thirdly,  the 
neceflity  that  there  is  for  more  than 
an  outward  reformation  of  life,  name- 
ly, for  a renewal  of  the  fpirit  of  our 
minds,  which  is  the  ground-work  of 
true  evangelic  repentance,  and  with- 
out which  both  profeflor  and  pro- 
fane are  upon  a level,  and  lhall  all 
perilh — and  this  is  the  gift  of  God, 
who  has  laid,  I will  give  you  a new 
heart,  and  a new  fpirit  will  I put 
within  you,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  If  fo 
happy  as  to  be  made  partakers  of  this 
bleftmg,  the  foul  is  then  fortified 
againft  all  the  cafualties,  calamities, 
and  accidents  (as  they  are  called) 

which 
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which  are  in  the  world ; becaufe  the 
life  of  a true  Chriftian  (which  the 
Apoftle  defines  to  he  a man  in  Chrijl ) is 
hid  'with  Chrijl  in  Gody  Col.  iii.  3.  and 
is  a life  which  fhali  never  die,  though 
the  body  is  dead  becaufe  of  fin — but  he 
that  is  fpiritual  judge th  all  things,  yet  he 
himfelf  is  judged  of  no  man , 2 Cor.  ii. 
15.  I fhali  now  clofe  this  head  with 
this  word  of  exhortation — Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  /lands,  take  heed  lejl  he  fall ; 
for  if  having  begun  in  the  Spirit  we 
feek  to  be  perfected  in  the  flefh,  we 
fhali  fail  and  come  fhort  of  that  end 
which  the  gofpel  propofes,  which  is 
the  falvation  of  our  fouls. 

I fhali  now  in  the  laft  place,  give 
fome  imperfect  account,  agreeable  to 
the  latter  pait  of  the  text,  and  ac- 
cording to  my  intention,  of  the  per- 
fonal  character  of  our  late  valuable 
minifter  and  friend  Dr.  Peckwell ; and 
as  I would  not  wifh  to  canonize  the 
man,  but  to  leave  a memorial  of  the 
Minifter  and  the  Sick  Mans  Friend, 
hearty  advocate,  under  God,  I fhali  lay 
xio  more  than  fhali  tend  (under  the 
bleffing  of  God)  to  ftir  us  up  to  dili- 
gence in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  that  we 
may  fo  follow  him  as  he  followed  his 
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Mailer  the  Lord  Jefus  (Thrift,  in  the 
work  and  labour  of  love  for  his  fake. 

F irft  I fhall  oblerve  from  the  text, 
that  the  Lord  fhutteth  up  a man,  per- 
lbn,  or  thing,  (for  the  original  word 
[Aiftj]  fgnifes  either  the  one  or  the 
other)  and  the  word  [Petach]  may  be 
rendered  a door-way,  which  is  taken 
from  the  root,  to  open  what  is  lliut  or 
bound,  fo  that  in  reference  to  the 
l'ubject  before  ns,  it  is  the  Univerfal 
Ruler  of  heaven  and  earth,  who  in 
his  wife  providence  hath  thought  fit 
to  fhut  up  the  man,  the  minifter,  and 
the  phyfician,  and  there  can  be  no 
opening therefore  be  filent. 

As  I am  addrefting  myfelf  to  you, 
my  brethren,  in. the  bonds  of  the  gof- 
pel,  I may  fay  to  you,  that  he  was  a 
linful  man,  and  yet  a faint;  this  is  a 
paradox  that  the  world  cannot  receive* 
till  they  are  brought  into  the  mould 
of  the  gofpeh  But  left  this  fhoukl, 
•drop  into  the  hands  of  thole  that  have 
not  yet  conlidered  thefe  things,  I 
lhall  drop  a hint  by  the  way,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  paradox,  that  if  it  is  the 
will  of  the  Lord  to  feal  inftruction 
from  what  I may  drop,  I fhall  be 
abundantly  recompenfed.  It  having 

D plealtd 


( *6  ) 

pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  man  after 
his  own  image  (which  to  me  appears 
to  be  after  the  image  of  the  Second 
Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven)  and 
wherein  that  confifts,  I would  refer 
you  to  the  New  Teftament,  which 
lays,  that  he  was  holy,  harmlefs , unde- 
f led , and  fepar ate  from  fnners , Heb. 
vii.  26.  Now  fuch  was  the  firft  Adam, 
when  he  came  forth  from  the  hands  of 
the  Creator  he  was  upright , which 
conveys  an  idea  of  being  ftraight,  even, 
fmooth,  right  ; fuch  is  the  original 
view  of  being  upright.  And  it  it  is 
afked  wherein  this  confided,  I can  no 
way  better  explain  it,  than  by  a refe- 
rence to  the  perfonai  character  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  when  upon  the 
earth,  only  with  this  difference,  that 
the  one  was  a pofTefl'or  of  this  re&itude 
fcffentially  and  mediatorially  ; the 
other  polled  it  derivatively.  And 
when  man  was  in  this  hate  of  com- 
munion with  his  God,  as  he  was  the 
laft  work  of  the  creation  of  God,  he 
had.  communion  with  God  in  all  the 
works  of  his  hands,  which  is  evi- 
denced by  the  knowledge  that  was 
communicated  : And  the  Lord  God 
brought  them  unto  Adam,  to  fee  what  he 

would 
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-would  call  them,  and  whatfoever  Ada.nl 
called  every  living  creature,  that  was 
the  name  thereof ; for  he  gave  names  to 
all  cattle , to  the  fowl  of  the  air , and  to 
every  beafi  of  the  field , Gen.  ii.  1 9, 
20.  But  the  Hebrew  word  \Shemo'\ 
name,  according  to  Mr.  Locke,  in  ri is 
effay  on  human  understanding,  book 
hi.  chap.  1 ft  and  2d,  it  ftgnifips  an 
articulate  found,  which  is  placed  or 
fubftituted  for  a thing , as  its  fenfible 
mark  or  fign — -herein  this  great  man 
leems  to  be  right,  but  not  lo  in  many 
of  his  aflertions — therefore  this  con- 
veys the  idea  of  Adam’s  knowledge 
or  perception,  becaufe  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue  we  have  this  peculiarity,  that 
the  very  name  of  a thing  or  perfon  is 
expreftive  of  the  nature  of  them.  But 
now  man  in  his  fallen  ftate  has  loft  that 
purity  of  knowledge  and  perception, 
that  he  is  now  become  more  brutifh 
than  the  beaft ; for  God  fpeaking  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  reproves  the  moll:  en- 
lightened part  of  mankind,  his  own 
people,  from  the  conduct  of  the  brute 

creation the  ox  knoweth  his  owner , 

and  the  afs  his  wafers  crib , but  Ifrael 
doth  not  know , my  people  doth  not  con- 
fider , Ifaiah  i.  3.  How  then  is  the  fine 
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gold  become  dim , and  where  then  Is 
their  boading  power  encouraged  who 
talk  about  innate  ideas,  and  are  going 
to  the  heathen  world  and  heathen 
philolophers  for  their  religion  r Shall 
th^y  that  profefs  to  be,  and  call  them- 
felves  Chridians,  go  to  thofe  impure 
corrupt  wells  for  pure  waters,  whild 
they  forfake  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  ? What  mud  be  the  confe- 
quence? — let  a Priedley  tell — but  tell 
it  not  in  Gath , publijh  it  not  in  the Jlreets 
of  Askelon ; left  the  daughters  of  the 
Philifines  rejoice , lef  the  daughters  of 
the  uncircumc  fed  triumph,  2 Sam.  i.  20. 
So  far  is  man  fallen  in  knowledge, 
that  he  does  not  know  himfelf,  the 
neared  objeft,  and  how  daould  he  by 
Ids  abd rafted  ideas  find  out  God  ? 
But  this  is  the  charafter  of  every  man 
by  nature  fince  the  fall,  which  diurs 
him  up  in  grofs  darknefs  ; and  till 
that  defeft  is  removed,  which  came 
in  by  dn,  there  can  be  no  communion 
with  God  ; for  fry s the  infpired  pen- 
man, We  were  once  darknefs , but  now 
are  we  light  in  the  Lord.  And  though 
it  is  through  the  medium  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrid  that  light  diineth  into 
the  moral  world,  a id  lighteneih  every 
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man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  not- 
withstanding that,  till  he  anointeth 
the  eyes  with  eye-Salve,  to  give  light 
to  the  blind  (fpiritually  fo)  the  light 
fhineth  in  darknefs , and  the  darbiefs 
comprehendeth  it  not , John  i.  5.  and 
why  ? not  for  want  of  the  Strength 
nor  freenefs  of  the  light,  but  becaufe 
the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  that  believe  not , led  the 
light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  C hr  if,  who 
is  the  image  of  God , Jhould  fine  unto 
them,  2 Cor.  iv.  4.  and  through  that 
defect  which  fin  has  entailed  upon  all 
the  pofrerity  of  fallen  parents,  for  it  is 
written,  O Ifrael,  thou  haf  defrayed 
thy f elf,  but  in  me  is  thy  help , Hofea  xiii. 
9.  and  this  help  is  laid  upon  one  who  is 
mighty , Pfalm  Ixxxix.  19.  to  fave  to  the 
utter mof  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him , 
Heb.  vii.  25.  Now  the  dispensation 
of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  brings  life 
and  immortality  to  light,  and  attended 
with  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
difcovers  the  mj'ftery  of  iniquity 
which  is  contained  in  the  heart  of 
man  ; but  how  many  rejeft  the  b let- 
fed  medium  that  God  has  constituted, 
and  (hut  their  eyes  and  harden  their 
hearts  againft  the  turn  and  l'ub Stance 
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of  that  meffage,  which  is  Chrift , and 
him  crucified , i Cor.  ii.  2.  the  only 
way  of  return  to  our  Father's  houfe  ? 
Here  let  fad  experience  teffi fy,  when 
the  condudt  of  mod:  who  call  them- 
felves  Chriftians,  reply,  we  will  not 
have  this  man  to  reign  over  us,  Luke  xix. 
14.  which  is  the  true  language  and 
charadter  of  a man  dint  up  in  unbelief, 
which  is  the  ftridf  idea  of  a fnmer  un- 
pardoned, for  without  faith  it  is  impojjible 
to  pleaje  God , Heb.  xi.  6.  And  again. 
All  men  have  not  faith , 2 Theff.  iii.  2. 
Then  look  to  it,  all  ye  who  rejedf  the 
filvation  of  God,  which  is  treafured 
up  in  the  adfive  and  paffive  obedience 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  with  whom 
alone  God  is  well  pleafed,  for  who- 
foever  cometh  to  God  by  him,  he 
will  in  no  wife  caff  out  ; and  this 
coming  to  God  by  him  implies  a re- 
ceiving: him  in  all  his  charadfers  and 
offices  which  he  fulfains  as  the  alone 
Mediator  ' 'between  God  and  man , Gal. 
iii.  20.  Now  I fhall  conclude  this 
head  with  this  exhortation,  Believe  in 
the  Lord,  and  ye  Jhall  be  eft  ablijhed  be- 
lieve his  prophets , fo  Jhall  ye  prof  per, 
2 Chron.  xx.  20. 
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Now  I would  begin  here  to  draw 
the  chara&er  of  the  faint — and  the 
Lord  help  me  to  draw  it  according  to 
the  fhndard  of  the  funfhiary — but  I 
will  be  bold  to  fay  firft  of  all,  that  every 
faint  is  a {inner,  but  every  {inner  is 
not  a faint.  A faint  is  not  one  (accord- 
ing to  the  world’s  fleer)  that  can  carry 
a demure  face,  or  a deceiving  counte- 
nance, with  an  hypocritical  heart; 
is  not  one  that  can  carry  an  external 
form  of  godlinefs  alone,  whilft  defti- 
tute  of  tne  power  of  it ; does  not  aft 
with  his  friend  treacheroufly,  as  Judas 
did  with  Chrift.  In  a word,  He  does 
not  prefer  Barabas  before  Chrift,  that 
is,  he  does  not  prefer  his  lufts  before 
Ch rift ; for  all  that  delight  in  them 
are  thus  acting ; for  their  conduct 
implies,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him  l 

As  I have  juft  been  hinting  what  a 
faint  is  not,  I fhall  now  (hew  what  he 
is.  . In  the  f rffc  place  I obferve,  that 
he  is  a finful  man,  feparated  from  fin 
and  the  world,  for,  and  to  the  fervice 
of  God . The  Apoftle  Jude,  ift  verfe, 
gives  this  account  of  him,  that  he  is 
Jandiified  by  God  the  Father , and  pre - 
ferved  in  Jefus  C hr  ift,  and  called ; and 
though  he  is  fuch,  he  is  not  to  fettle 
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upon  the  prefumptiqn  of  being  fuch, 
without  fuffering  the  word  of  exhor- 
tation by  the  fame  Apoftle  in  the  3d 
verfe,  ’That  he  Jhould  carnejlly  contend 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints . 
And  when  he  is  brought  to  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  truth,  as  it  is 
in  Jefus,  he  can  with  the  Apoftle  Paul 
to  Timothy,  2d  epift.  i.  9.  ufe  the  ar- 
gument a priori ',  and  fay.  He  hath 
faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy 
calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  hut 
according  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace, 
which  was  given  us  in  Chrift:  Jefus  be- 
fore the  world  began.  So  that  a faint  is 
represented  as  a part  of  that  myftical 
body  which  conftitutes  the  church  of 
Chrift,  of  which  he  is  the  living  head, 
though  they  were  conceived  in  fin,  and 
■children  of  wrath,  even  as  others,  Eph.  ii. 
3.  And  they  are  typically  reprefented 
in  their  fallen  ftate  by  the  ftones  of  the 
temple.  I11  the  5 th  and  6th  chapters 
of  the  1 ft  of  Kings  they  are  laid  to  be 
great,,  coftly,  and  hewed  ftones,  and 
that  Solomon’s  and  Hiram’s  builders 
did  hew  them,  and  that  they  were 
made  ready  before  they  were  brought 
thither;  which  fhews  in  a type,  that 
the  people  or  flints  of  God,  in  their 

fallen 
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fallen  ffate,  are  rough  ftones,  and  not 
being  {qua  red  and  hewn,  are  not  yet 
fit  to  be  built  up  a temple  to  the 
Living  God,  for  him  to  dwell  in. 
And  as  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the  beft 
commentator  upon  types,  hear  what 
he  lays  in  the  iff  of  Peter  ii.  5.  Ye 
alfo  as  lively  fiones,  are  built  up  a fpiri- 
tual  houf  'e , an  holy  prieflhood , to  offer  up 
fpiritual  fa  orifice,  acceptable  to  God  by 
Jefus  Chrijl.  Now  here  the  argument 
is  ufed  apofleriori , as.  logicians  fay,  be- 
cause the  ftrefs  of  this  text  is  laid 
upon  the  foregoing  verfe,  to  ‘whom 
coming , as  unto  a living  flone , di fallowed 
indeed  of  men , but  chofen  of  God  and  pre- 
cious. So  that  the  faint  is  one  com- 
ing to,  or  believing  in  (which  are  fy- 
nonymous  terms)  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  foundation  If  one,  and 
who  is  alfo  called  the  Chief  and  Head 
Corner  Stone,  whifh  wasfet  at  nought 
of  the  builders , but  it  is  become  the  head 
of  the  corner — neither  is  there  falvation 
in  any  other , for  there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among fl  men,  where- 
by we  mufl  be  faved,  Atfs  iv.  1 1,  12. 
and  to  the  faint  he  is  precious.  And  as 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  manifefied 
to  dejlroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  1 John 
iii.  8.  it  is  his  work  by  the  power  of 
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his  Spirit  to  deftroy  our  devilifh  na- 
ture, to  fubdue  our  fpirits,  and  bring 
them  into  the  obedience  of  the  gofpel. 
And  this  is  not  the  work  of  a day, 
but  as  long  as  we  are  in  this  militant 
Hate,*  the  work  is  carrying  on,  for  he 
has  laid,  jin  pall  not  have  dominion  over 
you , Rom.  vi.  14.  fo  that  the  faint 
will  fay,  that  it  is  he  that  'ivorketh  in 
me  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  owm 
good pleafure,  Phil.  ii.  13.  They  being 
children  of  the  day,  they  work  the 
works  of  the  day,  whilft  Clnift  the 
light  of  life  is  fhiningupon  their  fouls 
in  his  word  ; and  this  work  the  Apof- 
tle  Paul  gives  another  name,  he ‘calls 
it  the  good  fight  of  faith  ; and  at  the 
end  of  his  work  or  courfe,  he  fays,  I 
have  fought  a good  fight.  So  that  the 
faint  or  Chriftian  foldier  is  no  neuter 
in  the  religious  world,  but  he  fhould 
be  a valiant  foldier,  fighting  under  the 
banner  of  his  Captain,  againfi:  his 
avowed  enemies,  the  world,  the  flefh,. 
and  the  devil,  with  weapons  that  God 
has  provided,  not  carnal,  but  fpiritual, 
which  are  mighty  through  God , to  the 
pulling  down  the  Jirongholds  of  fin , 
2 Cor.  x.  4.  Now  if  this  mind  be  in 
you,  and  thefe  things  abound,  ycm 

may 
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may  draw  the  happy  conclufion,  that 
you  are  a faint  of  the  Moft  High  God, 
and  as  fecure  as  thofe  that  are  de- 
livered from  this  warfare,  though  not 
fo  happy,  by  reafon  of  the  remainder 
of  that  corrupt  nature  which  the  faint 
knows  and  feels,  and  which  once 
made  an  Apoffle  cry  out,  O wretched 
man  that  I am,  who  Jhall  deliver  me 
from  the  body  of  this  death , or  this  body 
of  death  ? Rom.  vii.  24.  But  I will 
conclude  this  head,  and  leave  it  with 
this  word  of  exhortation,  Wherefore 
the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence  to 
make  your  calling  and  election  fare,  for 
if you  do  thefe  things  you  fall  never  fall , 
2.  Peter  i.  10. 

As  I have  faid  that  the  fubject  of 
this  latter  part  was  a fmful  man,  and 
alfo  that  he  was  a faint,  I have  in  ^ 
fmall  meafure  opened  the  paradox, 
and  have  left  it  for  your  confederation 
and  fearch,  whether  I have  written 
according  to  the  law  and  the  teffi- 
mony — the  written  word  of  God. 
And  I fhall  now  draw  the  conclufion, 
that  I have  no  doubt  he  is  fhut  up  in 
the  embraces  of  the  arms  of  Jel'us ; 
a faint  though  a (inner,  faved  now  in 
the  fulled:  fenfe  of  the  word. 
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But  I {hall  advert  to  the  character 
he  fuftained  as  a minifter  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  I need  not  fay  much  to  you, 
my  brethren,  upon  this  head,  as  you 
are  beforehand  with  me ; but  what  I 
fhall  lay,  fhall  be  by  way  of  Airring 
you  up  to  a recollection  of  thole 
things  that  you  formerly  knew  and 
heard  ; and  alfo,  that  thofe  that  have 
not  known  him  in  the  flefh,  may  be 
acquainted,  what  the  riches  of  the 
grace  and  mercy  of  our  God  can  do, 
in  fupporting  his  faithful  fervants 
through  evil  as  well  as  good  report. 
I have  feen  in  him  the  indefatigable- 
nefs  of  a minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in- 
fant dm  feaf  on  and  out  of  feafon,  2 Tim. 
iv.  2.  teaching,  reproving,  exhorting, 
with  all  faithfulnefs,  and  with  fym» 
pathetic  affection.  And  as  he  was 
peculiarly  bleffed  with  the  talent  of 
being  a matter  of  his  argument  upon 
any  iubjeCt,  which,  with  being  a ready 
fcribe,  and  well  inffruCted  in  the  mv- 
fteries  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
he  was  well  fraught  with  manner  and 
matter  fromthe  treafury  of  divine  truth, 
to  refilt  the  gainlayers  ; and  that  not 
only  in  his  office  character,  but  as  a 
Chriftian,  he  recently  attacked  the 
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enemies  of  the  truth  with  their  own 
weapons  upon  their  own  ground  ; the 
upfhot  of  this  may  be  feen  in  a final! 
tract,  lately  published  by  a friend  to 
truth  ; and  even  this  conduct  has  not 
been  without  murmurers,  though  jus- 
tifiable from  the  Scriptures,  in  the 
condudt  of  Paul.  I have  leen  and 
heard  him  mod  earnedly  contend 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
faints,  which  confided  in  a very  dre- 
nuous  exertion  of  thofe  powers  which 
God  had  given  him,  always  ably  main- 
taining and  defending  the  doctrines  of 
free  grace.  Salvation  through  the  im-- 
puted  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrid ; 
and  this  treafure  being  put  in  an  earth- 
en veffel,  he  was  enabled  with  the 
Sword  of  the  Spirit,  the  word  of  God* 
to  cut  down  upon  the  right-hand  and 
upon  the  left,  all  dazzling-.  Specious 
Sins,  that  come  delicately  drefled,  like 
.A  gag  be  Sore  Samuel,  laying,  Surely 
the  bitterneSs  of  death  is  pad,  and 
thele,  like  another  Samuel,  he  was 
ufed  to  flay  before  the  Lord.  He  was 
a very  acute  difeerner  of  them,  which 
no  doubt  he  learned  by  the  things  that 
he  differed  from  thofe  quarters.  And 
upon  the  other  hand,  as  a reprover  of 
$ the. 
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the  notorious,  and  reclaimer  of  the 
vicious,  he  was  wont  to  deal  with  them 
as  Paul  the  difciple  of  Gamaliel,  per* 
funding  them  by  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
which  he  has  oft  declared  was  the 
mold  unpleafing  part  of  his  miniftry, 
.but  yet  a part  that  he  could  by  no 
means  difpenfe  with,  becaufe  he  often 
urged,  that  even  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  is 
a favour  of  death  unto  death , 2 Cor.  ii. 
j 6.  But  as  was  his  common  faying,  in 
preaching,  that  the  moft  pleafing  part 
of  his  miniftry  was  to  tell  of  the  love 
of  Jefus  his  Lord,  Matter,  and  F riend, 
how  willing  he  wras  to  throw  open  the 
arms  of  his  mercy  to  receive  the  moft 
‘rebellious  that  were  but  made  fenfible 
of  their  want  of  fuch  a Saviour  ; and 
methinks  I hear  him  now,  in  the 
words  of  the  laid  text  from  which  he 
preached,  faying,  now  from  experi- 
ence without  mixture  of  doubting, 
that  Jefus  will  never , ?io  never  leave 
nor  forfake,  Heb.  xiii,  5.  as  now  being 
put  into  pofleffion  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  falvation  of  Jefus,  which  is  not 
only  a being  faved  from  fin,  but  unto 
eternal  life  and  glory.  Again,  Let 
them  who  morn  in  Zion  for  fin,  de- 
clare 
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dare  with  me,  how  they  have  been 
fupported  under  his  mimftry,  from 
his  manner  of  delivery  of  the  divine 
records,  peculiar  to  himfelf ; bleffed 
with  the  happy,  yet  heavenly  art  of 
bringing  forth  proper,  l'uitable  balm 
to  the  mourning  foul  ; exalting  the 
Saviour  and  humbling  the  flutter. 
Again,  Let  the  tempted  foul  bear  tef* 
timoney  with  me,  if  they  through  his 
rnftrumentality  have  not  been  pointed 
to  the  winding  infinuations  of  the 
enemy,  the  many  fnares  of  the  world, 
together  with  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
them,  and  alfo  of  the  heart;  at  the 
fame  time  teftifying,  that  when  thefe 
things  are  fhunned,  and  abhorred, 
and  refilled  ftrong  in  the  Lord  and 
the  power  of  his  might,  that  Jefus 
the  Friend  of  finners,  is  nigh  at  hand 
to  fuccour  them  that  are  tempted. 
In  thele  and  every  inftance,  he  was. 
an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  of  the  Spirit  which  giveth  life, 
not  willing  to  wound  thofe  whom 
God  would  have  healed  ; and  in  this 
particular  he  was  a minifter  of  great 
difcernment,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
eafily  impofed  upon  by  the  whine  and 
eant'of  hypocrites,  and  though  very 
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favourable  in  his  judgment  in  the.fe 
matters,  yet  he  had  his  reproachers 
amongft  luch  characters,  becaufe  they 
could  not  have  their  by-ends  anfwer- 
,ed.  But  let  the  lip  of  truth  declare 
in  his  favour,  that  whatjbever  his  hand 
found  to  do,  he  did  it  with  all  his  might , 
Ecclef.  ix.  io.  in  communicating  of 
his  temporals,  as  well  as  adminifter- 
ing  in  lpirituals  and  in  the  difpofal 
of  his  time,  it  may  be  more  proper  to 
fpeak  of  that  under  the  next  head.  I 
fhall  drop  this  fubjedt  with  this  la ll 
(though  not  the  lealt)  oblervation, 
that  he  was  peculiar  in  never  difturb- 
ing  the  minds  of  the  weak,  not  in- 
forcing  for  truth  the  dodtrines  and 
commandments  of  men  ; and  never  by 
bigotry  againft,  or  to  any  left  or  party, 
.would  he  rake  up  that  party  fpirit  or 
blind  zeal,  which  too  much  fub  lifts  a- 
jmongft:  little  minds,  whole  contentions 
are  about  the  lelfer,  whilib  they  negiedt 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law  ; the 
chief  part  of  their  contention  being — 
who  is  of  Paul,  who  is  of  Apollos, 
who  is  of  Cephas,  and  who  is  of 
Chrifh — This  is  a l'ubjedt  that  never 
once,  to  my  knowledge,  difg raced 
his  miniftry  ; but  where  errors  in  fun- 
damentals 
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damentals  were  broaching  and  infilled 
upon,  when  his  text  led  to  fubjedts 
that  gave  him  opportunity  to  attack 
the  hydra  of  infidelity  in  any  fhape, 
he  was  an  able  champion,  and  zealous 
declaimer  againft  the  fame.  I do  not 
want  to  multiply  words,  what  fhall 
I further  fay  ? The  Lord  grant  that 
there  may  be  many  fuch  raifed  up 
amongft  us  (as  the  prefent  call  feems 
to  be  more  urgent)  to  fhmd  as  fo  many 
Phineas’s  in  the  gap,  againft  the 
fpreading  errors  of  the  prefent  day,  to 
be  witnefles  in  our  adtions  for  Jefus. 

I fhall  now  draw  near  to  a condu- 
fion  in  my  account  of  him  as  adling 
in  the  capacity  of  a phylician  to  The 
Sick  Mans  Friend — in  which  he  was 
very  ftudious  and  diligent  ; and  as  1 
have  more  immediately  attended  him 
in  thofe  viftt-ations,  I can  the  better 
bear  teftimony  to  his  philanthropy 
than  many,  if not  than  any  other  ; and 
upon  this  part  of  my  fubjedt  I fhall 
be  the  more  particular,  becaufe  therein 

I regret  his  lofs  moft as  in  that 

line  of  ufeful  condudt  there  is  no  fuc- 
ceflbr  (but  blefl'ed  be  God,  not  fo  in 
the  other  as  a minifter,  for  therein  we 
have  many  that  ftill  labour  among 
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us,  and  whofe  labours  are  owned  of 
God.) 

I fhall  now  drop  an  hint  in  regard 
to  his  lad;  moments,  and  it  (hall  be 
but  an  hint,  as  that  may  be  more 
largely  infilled  upon  in  his  funeral 
fermons,  which  now  are  publilhed  or 
pubhlliing  ; but  as  this  may  probably 
reach  fome  perfons  that  the  others  may 
not,  I fhall  briefly  obferve  (for  I both 
law  and  heard  him  in  his  1 all  illnefs, 
though  not  altogether  with  him  there- 
in) that  there  was  in  his  condudl  that 
Chrillian  fortitude  which  was  his  Arp* 
port,  and  an  implicit  confidence  on 
thofe  promifes  of  God  irr  Chrifl  Jefus, 
which  he  fo  much  infilled  upon  in 
his  minillerial  capacity,  when  he  was 
holding  forth  the  word  of  truth  a- 
mongll  us  ; and  at  this  trying  feafon, 
they  were  preached  praftically  in  his 
dying  conduct  and  confidence,  for  it 
was  not  an  ecllacy  that  he  was  lifted 
up  with,  but  a calm,  unlhaken  confi- 
dence ; in  his  countenance  it  was  very 
expreffive  ; and  in  his  words,  which 
were  not  many,  but  full.  A friend 
that  called  to  fee  him  in  the  former 
part  of  his  illnefs,  and  was  aftonilhed 
at  the  fize  to  which  his  arm  had  dwel- 
led, 
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led,  he  laid,  Tour  arm  is  much  f welled. 
The  Doctor  replied  in  thefe  exprefs 
words  (calling  him  by  his  name): 
It  is  a precious  thing  to  know  in  whom 
we  have  tr ujted ; that  fevers  and  arms 
are  all  in  his  hands.  Here  let  the  in- 
fidel be  atlonifhed  and  wonder.  But 
as  I was  not  altogether  with  him,  I 
fhall  drop  the  few  hints  told  by  ano- 
ther friend  ( Mr.  Geary ) who  was 
mod:  conftantly  with  him.  He  being 
confined  but  eight  days,  about  the 
third  day  was  observing  to  my  friend 
upon  the  ufeleflfnefs  of  that  arm  that 
received  the  infection  or  inoculation, 
that  this  arm , which  but  a few  days  ago 
was  fair  and  lufly , which  was  flretched 
out  in  its  vigour , is  now  laid  up  by  the 
providence  of  the  Father  of  mercies , who 
alls  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will ; 
and  (if  my  memory  fails  not  in  the 
relation)  the  fame  power  has  a right  to 
lay  me  afide  alfo.  Whether  I am  exadt 
in  the  exprefiions  or  not,  this  was  im- 
plied in  what  he  faid.  And  upon  ano- 
ther occalion  he  faid  to  the  fame  per^ 
fon,  laying  hold  upon  his  arm  fmiling. 
My  old  friend I fhall  get  home  before 
you.  And  laftly,  about  an  hour  and  an 
half  before  his  diflolution,  after  he  had 

been 
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been  filenced,  through  failure  of 
fpeech,  and  his  eyes  clofed,  he  opened 
them,  and  beheld  his  faithful  partner 
and  dearefl  earthly  friend  waiting  his 
dying,  as  well  as  his  painful  moments, 
and  lpoke  to  her,  upon  which  fhe 
went  up  to  him,  and  took  him  by  the 
hand  (her  heart  divided  no  doubt  be- 
tween joy  and  forrow  j joy  in  that  he 
once  more  fpoke  to  her,  and  forrow 
that  it  was  the  laft  time)  and  he  faid, 
ufing  fome  endearing  term,  lam  going 
— God  blefs you.  Let  me  now  fay,  that 
then  the  widow  loft  a moft  affectionate, 
tender,  faithful  hufband  ; and  the 
children  (which  were  two)  a very  in- 
dulgent, faithful  father  : — But,  for 
their  comfort,  the  Hufband,  Father, 
and  Friend  of  finners  liveth  for  ever- 
more. Chriftian  friends,  forget  not 
to  commend  them  in  your  prayers  to 
that  Friend. 

He  being  under  God,  one  of  the 
firft  promoters  of  that  Chriftian-like 
fociety  called  The  Sick  Man  s Friend , 
inftituted  in  the  year  1784,  and  kept 
up  at  the  veftries  of  Tottenham  Court 
and  Weftminfter  Chapels,  which  has 
been  kept  together  by  other  ftewards 
jointly  with  him,  and  fecretaries  to 

keep 
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keep  the  accounts  of  the  fociety ; and 
lupporred  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, not  only  of  the  affluent,  but  of 
the  tradefman,  labourer,  and  widow  ; 
of  either  lort  there  have  not  hitherto 
wanted  thofe  that  have  not  only  fetto 
their  hands,  and  out  of  their  abund- 
ance, and  many  out  of  their  pittance, 
but  have  alfo  had  their  hearts  engaged 

into  it  bv  that  dear  Lord  who  has 
•/ 

opened  their  bowels  of  companion,  to 
relieve  the  wants  and  miferies  of  their 
fellow  creatures  without  the  enquiry 
of  what  name  orparty  they  are  of.  Suf- 
fice it  to  fay  in  gereral  of  it  refpedti  ng 
the  monies  diffributed,  the  perfons 
relieved,  and  the  times  they  were 
vilited  : There  has  been  diffributed, 
up  to  laft  Chriffmas,  1098I.  10s  6d. 
to  22  16  perfons,  at  8349  times.  Now 
from  this  fketch,  I would  not  leave 
thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  it,  mifin- 
formed,  but  1 would  rather  refer 
them  to  a fmall  tract  that  Dr.  Peck- 
well  publbQhed,  -{hewing  the  neceflity, 
utility,  nature,  and  obje£t  of  that  fo- 
ciety.  By  enquiring  at  the  veftry  of 

either  chapel  they  may  be  informed 
of  the  books,  there  being  a few  copies 
of  them  left.  I fhall  not  go  on  more 

upon. 
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upon  this  part  of  the  fubjefl,  as  it  is 
already  publifhed  in  the  book  men- 
tioned, but  fhall  now  fhew,  that  the 
phyfician  of  7 ’he  Sick  Man’s  Frie?id 
was  not  like  thofe  fort  of  phyficians 
that  St.  James  mentions,  wha  fpeak 
large  fwelling  words,  who  fay,  be  ye 
warmed,  be  ye  cloathed , and  I may  add, 
be  ye  healed,  and  yet  do  not  adminifter 
thereto  ; but  the  phylician  o {Fhe  Sick 
Man's  Friend , having  that  impulfive’ 
motive  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain- 
ing  him  thus  to  adt,  his  philanthropy 
had  not  in  view  the  applaufe  of  men, 
but  the  glory  of  God,  expecting  to 
reap  in  (though  not  for)  doing,  and 
to  hear  the  euge  of  his  Lord  and  maf- 
ter,  faying,  Well  do?ie , thou  good  and 
faithful  fervatit , enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord,  Matt.  xxv..  21.  I have 
been  with  him,  and  Teen  his  kind  hand 
adminifter  the  medicine,  to  the  very 
miferable  lick  poor,  and  into  habita- 
tions of  the  greateffc  poverty,  joined 
with  filthinefs,  on  account  of  the  in- 
ability of  its  inhabitants  to  remedy  it 
—there  have  I beheld  him  as  the  good 
Samaritan,  in  the  exercife  and  labour 
of  love,  with  bowels  of  compaflion, 
alleviating  their  miferies,  in  both  in- 

ftances,. 
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fiances,  temporal  and  fpiritual ; and 
even  at  feafons  and  in  places  where 
the  delicate  phylician  would  not  enter 
for  the  largeft  fee;  though  this  is  fay- 
ing more  perhaps  than  I am  justifiable 
in,  becaufe  what  will  not  money  do  ? 
But  in  particular,  I have  lately  feen 
him  administering  to  the  dying  head 
of  a family,  whiltt  the  weeping  part- 
ner Stood  by  in  diftrefs,  which  none 
but  an  Almighty  arm  could  alleviate, 
becaufe  the  object  to  human  appear- 
ance, was  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
materia  medica  : I could  not  but  re- 
flect upon  the  pattern  that  he  was  fol- 
lowing (in  endeavouring  to  do  good 
to  the  fouls  and  bodies  oS  men)  even 
of  him  that  faid,  go  thou  and  do  like - 
•wife.  In  this  cafe  let  but  the  man  of 
feeling  and  the  Christian  give  fcope  to 
his  ideas,  and  he  muSt  of  neccffity 
collect  more  than  1 am  able  to  de- 
scribe ; for,  is  it  poffible  to  conceive 
that  a Chriftian  man  and  woman  hav- 
ing found  mercy,  to  withhold  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it  from  the  miferable,  who 
are  the  objects  of  it  ? but  the  lamen- 
tation may  be  taken  up  by  thole  to 
whom  the  mercy  of  God  in  ChriSt 
Jefus  has  been  extended,  in  plucking 

them 
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them  as  brands  from  the  burning,  and 
we  may  truly  fay,  that  we  have  left 
undone  thofe  things  that  we  ought  to  have 
dotie.  Did  not  the  Lord  Jefus  incul- 
cate this  condud  by  referring  his  fol- 
lowers to  thofe  ads  of  mercy,  by 
laying,  'The  poor  ye  have  always  with 
you , but  me  ye  have  not  always  f Now, 
inalmuch  as  you  give  but  a cup  of 
cold  water  to  one  of  the  leaf!  of  thefe 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me.  The  Lord  Jefus  Ohrid  is  now 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  our  tender 
mercies,  but  the  ftranger,  hungry, 
thirfty,  naked,  fick,  and  imprifoned 
poor,  who  do  his  will,  thefe  he  calls 
his  brother,  his  lifter,  and  mother ; 
members  of  his  body,  of  his  flefh, 
and  of  his  bones;  — and  thefe  are 
ftill  left  among  ft  us,  and  are  the 

objeds  of  our  companion  : and 

thefe  arc  they  that  were  the  purfuit 
of  the  phyfician  of  The  Sick  Man's 
Friend. 

I have  feen  him  in  the  vifitations 
of  the  widow  with  her  helplefs  oft- 
Ipring,  loaded  with  diftreftes  herfelf, 
and  loathfome  difeafes  upon  her  help- 
lefs family,  and  with  his  tender- 
hearted mafter,  was  much  afteded  with 

the 
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the  diftrefling  Scene:  this  family  were 
the  particular  objects  of  his  attention. 
When  the  widow’s  heart  was  ready" 
to  break  for  the  lofs  of  her  once  af- 
fectionate hulband,  herfelf  freSh  deli- 
vered in  child-bearing,  and  two  others 
of  her  young  offspring  loaded  with 
the  fmall-pox  j in  this  fcene  have  I 
beheld  the  Sympathetic  affeCtion  of 
the  Christian  joined  with  the  aSliduity 
of  the  philanthropist,  not  fparing  his 
time,  but  foregoing  thofe  comforts 
which  he  could  enjoy  ; and,  with  his 
Matter,  forfook  the  loft  lulling  couch, 
to  mitigate  the  pangs,  and  alleviate 
the  miferies  of  his  diltrelTed  fcllow- 
iubjeCts  of  lin  and  pain  ; and  in  this 
•cafe,  I cannot  but  notice  the  affedion 
that  he  gained  by  this  tendef  conduCt, 
to  one  of  the  children,  who  was  but 
turned  fix  years  of  age,  who  when 
loaded  with  that  loathfome  diforder 
before  mentioned,  fo  that  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  fight,  though  not  de- 
prived of  a fenle  of  the  favour  done 
by  the  phyfician’s  visitation  of  him- 
felf  and  mother,  that  he  laid,  I muji 
have  Dr.  Peckwelds  drink , becaufe  I 
love  Dr.  Peckwell.  and  it  will  be  for  my 

F good. 
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g God.  With  many  other  fuch  expref- 
iions  was  the  child’s  mind  fraught*. 
This  diftrefting  cafe  is  not  one  of  the 
lead;  amongft  many  others,  that  under 
.God  he  was  an  instrument  of  com- 
municating to,  and  occasioning  the 
widow’s  heart  to  rejoice” in  Some  mea- 
fure  under  mod:  poignant  trials,  who 
is  now  reftored  to  her  helplefs  off- 
spring, and  they  to  her,  out  of  the 
mid  ft  of  ffcknefs  and  mifery.  Before 
I quit  this  cafe  I muff  obferve,  that 
his  kindnefs  to  this  family  did  not 
only  extend  to  administration  of  me- 
dicine, advice,  &c.  but  alfo  to  the 
.covering  or  cioathing  of  lome  of  the 
s family. 


* This  fatherlefs  boy  is  now  near  feven  years  of 
age,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  promifing  I ever  met  with 
in  difpofition  ; and,  which  furprifes  me  moft,  he  reads 
his  Bible  with  an  emphafis  beyond  that  oi  fome  public 
readers.  If  aay  C hriftian  -friend  has  it  in  their  power 
to  obtain  a prefentation  to  the  Blue-Coat  fchool,  it  will 
lie  of  great  help  to  the  poor  widow  ; and  I believe  it 
will  not  be  more  than  l)r.  Peckwell  would  have  en- 
deavoured to  procure,  for  he  w'as  much  attached  to  him 
for  his  fenfible  and  engaging  diipofition.  '1  he  boy  is 
to  be  heard  of  by  enquiring  at  the  Yeftry  We'ftmin- 
fter  Chapel. 
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family.  This  I have  been  informed 
of  fince  his  deceafe,  by  the  widow. 

I could  relate  feVeral  other  inftanceS 
of  bis  beneficence,  which  I was  an 
cye-witnefs  of,  and  comes  under  this 
head  ; but  that  1 may  not  be  tedious, 

I lhall  relate  one  other,  which  to  the 
inquifrtive  may  be  the  moft  fatisfac- 
tory,  as  it  will  have  a regard  to  the 
means  which  under  God  brought  him 
to  the  end  of  his  race,  and  took  him 
from  that  fphere  of  conduct.  I fh all 
be  more  particular  in  relating  this 
cafe,  concluding  it  to  be  the  more 
fatisfaclory  to  the  minds  of  many  who 
have  been  mifinformed  in  this  in- 
ftance,  by  the  various  falfe  reports 
propagated  concerning  this  cafe,  which 
have  traduced,  and  has  had  a tendency 
to  injure  the  worthy  and  refpedtable 
charadter  of  Dr.  Peckwell  ; but  as  I 
was  chiefly  with  him  in  many  of  his 
vifitations,  and  this  cafe  in  particular 
being  recommended  by  him  to  me,  as 
one  of  the  Vifiters  of  : The  Sick  Man’s 
Friend , I am  able  to  give  the  truefh 
account.  Previous  to  this  recommen- 
dation, I had  vifited  this  young  wo- 
man, Mary  Stone  (at  her  lodgings 


( 52  > 

in  Cooper  Street,  where  fhe  died,, 
and  where  the  body  was  examin- 
ed) at  the  requeft  of  her  brother, 
who  called  upon  me  one  Lord’s-day 
evening  at  nine  o’clock,  (before  this  I 
never  heard  of,  nor  faw  her)  requell;* 
ing  me  to  come  with  him  to  vifit  his 
fitter,  who  was  much  diftreffed  in  her 
Joul,  under  a temptation  of  the  enemy 
that  fhe  was  a caftaway,  and  that 
there  was  no  hope  of  mercy  for  hef 
poor  foul ; that  her  portion  was 
amongft  the  hypocrites  and  unbelie v* 
ing.  I alked  the  brother,  if  his  fitter 
was  not  fubjedt  to  a nervous  com* 
plaint.  He  replied  in  the  affirmative* 
I then  told  him,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  enemy  of  fouls 
did  take  advantage  upon  fuch  occafions, 
through  divine  permiffion  ; and  I made 
this  obfervation  to  him,  as  we  have  a 
proverb,  that  he  likes  to  fijh  in  troubled 
waters , and  therefore  I did  not  won- 
der at  the  temptation  under  thefe  cir- 
cumttances.  It  being  a late  hour,  and 
finding  fhe  was  lubjeCt  to  a nervous 
complaint,  I recommended  the  brother 
to  read  to  her  thirteen  verl'es  of  the  xiith 
of  Hebrews,  at  the  fame  time  telling 
him,  that  God  did  not  defpife  the  day  of 

fmall 
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fmaU  things , Zech.  iv.  i o.  therefore 
requeued  him  to  read  it  with  prayer 
that  the  Lord  may  blefs  it  to  her  foul ; 
and  I promifed  him  that  I would  call 
upon  her  in  the  morning.  I would 
here  oblerve,  that  fhe  was  a young 
woman  brought  up  in  the  fear  of  the* 
Lord  by  her  parents  from  her  youth, 
and  was,  like  Timothy,,  taught  to 
know  the  fcriptu res  from  a child  ; die 
was  not  an  immoral  character,  one 
that  was  abandoned  to  the  outward 
follies  and  abominations  that  moft  of 
the  youth  of  our  days  are,  yet  was 
fhe  very  confcious  of  the  evil  and  de- 
merit of  fin,  which  was  not  only 
'known  to  her  in  its  external  form, 
but  by  its  internal  workings  in  the 
mind  ; and  her  experience  in  this 
matter  correfponded  with  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  who  fays,  when  the  commands 
ment  came , fin  revived  and  I died ; that 
fhe  knew  the  import  of  that  fcripture 
which  is  called  the  tenth  command- 
ment, which  forbids  luft,  for  if  we 
take  the  Apoftle’s  comment  upon  it, 
he  lays,  Rom.  vii.  7.  I had  not  known 
lujl  except  the  law  had  /aid,  thou/mlt 
not  covet.  So  that  1 am  perfuaded  fhe 
law  the  deformity  of  fin,  being  made 
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known  to  the  confcience  through  the 
medium  of  that  law,  by  which  (when 
it  comes  in  its  commanding  power  to 
the  foul  that  feels  its  weaknefs  thro* 
the  defeats  of  the  flefh)  comes  the  know- 
ledge of fin>  and  it  is  that  which  irri- 
tates fin,  and  makes  it  appear  exceed- 
ing finful,  in  its  true  character  ; this 
evil  lies  in  the  heart  of  every  foil  and 
daughter  of  Adam,  but  it  lies  latent 
in  the  hearts  of  unbelievers,  and  they 
are  fuch  who  palliate  the  matter,  and 
account  fin  a little  or  a light  thing, 
comparing  themfelves  by  themfelves, 
and  in  this  they  reft,  not  confidering 
nor  viewing  the  infinite  evil  thereof; 
neither  will  it  be  viewed  in  any  other 
light  whilfi:  men  indulge  themfelves  in 
thofe  things  that  lead  to  death,  and  will 
refufe,  and  reje£t  that  commandment  ' 
which  was  ordained  unto  life,  which 
is  ftill  holy,  juft,  and  good,  notwitk- 
ftanding  the  misinterpretations  of  it  by 
many,  who  are  blind  leaders  of  the 
blind.  And  can  any  other  reafon  be 
afpgned  for  this  conduct,  better  than 
that  which  our  Saviour  gives,  that 
men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light  be- 
caufe  their  deeds  were  evil , John  iii.  19. 
and  will  not  come  to  the  light,  left 
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their  deeds  fhould  be  made  manifefL 
But  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  this 
young  woman,  fhe  was  convinced  of 
the  fpirituality  of  the  commandment, 
which  did  not  extenuate,  but  magni- 
fied fin,  which  occasioned  a great 
trouble  to  the  mind,  peculiar  to  fuch 
only  under  thefe  circumftances,  and 
which  a Stranger  to  thefe  things  in- 
termeddleth  not  with  ; this  experi- 
ence is  in  fome  great  meafure,  an  ex- 
planation in  the  practical  part  of  thofe 
words  our  Saviour  makes  uleofwhen 
he  invites  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  to 
come  unto  him , that  they  may  find  reft  unto 
their  fouls.  The  fubjedfc  of  this  cafe 
knew  and  felt  what  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  have  often  put 
into  theinmouths  in  their  communion 
fervice,  That  their  fins  are  a burden 
intolerable  to  be  born  ; this  was  truly 
felt  by  her,  and  fhe  was  not  to  be 
comforted  in  that  her  extremity  till 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  blefs  the  read- 
ing of  his  own  word  to  her,  particu- 
larly that  portion  of  it  that  I recom- 
mended the  brother  to  read  to  her,  in 
which  the  Apoftle  had  left  the  word 
of  exhortation,  to  lay  afide  every  weighty 
and  the  fin  that  mofi  eafdy  befets,  and 

to 
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to  run  with  patience  the  race  Jet  before 
us  ; — How  ? —looking  to  fefus,  the  an - 
thor  and finifloer  of  our  faith,  in  his  ft  ate 
of  humiliation,  that  we  may  not  be- 
wearied  nor  faint  in  our  minds ; par- 
ticularly thefe  words,  looking  to  fefus , 
were  bleffed  in  the  heartfelt  applica- 
tion of  them  to  her  foul  ; that  when 
according  to  promife  I called  upon  her 
in  the  morning,  fhe  prevented  my 
l'peaking  to  her,  in  afking  me  parti- 
cularly, in  what  part  of  the  bible  thofe 
precious  words  were  contained  ; not 
that  fhe  was  a ftranger  to  them,  but 
had  forgot  what  part  they  were  con- 
tained in  ; at  the  fame  time  requefting 
an  aged  woman  that  was  with  her  to 
turn  it  down  in  her  bible,  faying  that 
her  memory  was  treacherous ; and 
though  diftrefled  before  to  fo  great 
a degree,  fhe  now  lamented  her  in- 
gratitude with  tears  of  gratitude,  that 
fhe  could  not  more  love  and  admire 
that  precious , precious,  precious  Saviour 
that  died  for  me  a wretched  fnner  ; for 
thefe  were  her  own  words  that  fhe 
expreffed  to  me.  I had  made  this 
minute,  with  many  more  of  the  like 
import,  of  her  dying  experience,  for 
the  doftor  to  preach  her  funeral  fer- 
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mon,  which  perhaps  may  be  needlefs 
here  to  exprefs,  but  a word  to  the 
wife  may  be  fufficient,  as  the  Pfalmifi 
exprefles,  whofo  is  wife  and  will  ob - 
ferve  thofe  things  (’(peaking  of  God’s 
dealing  with  the  children  of  men) 
even  they  pall  underjland  the  loving  kind - 
■fiefs  of  the  Lord , Pfalm  cvii.  laft  verfe. 

Having  vifited  her  for  feveral  times 
before  fhe  was  recommended  as  an 
objeft  for  the  confideration  o f The  Sick 
Man’s  Friend ',  and  being  reprefen  ted 
to  the  dodlor  that  fhe  was  fupported 
in  her  licknefs  by  an  affedlionate  bro- 
ther, whofe  earnings  were  from  the 
labour  of  his  own  hands,  to  eafe  the 
brother  in  that  Chriftian  part  of  his 
condudf,  he  thought  proper  to  recom- 
mend her  to  Fhe  Sick  Man  s Friend \ 
the  letter  of  recommendation  I have 
hill  by  me.  She  had  a complication 
of  disorders,  and  experienced  great 
pains  the  latter  part  of  her  time ; he 
had  proved  that  the  materia  medica 
would  not  avail,  fhe  being  too  far  gone, 
recommended  me  to  procure  her 
new  whey  every  morning,  from  which 
fhe  found  a mitigation  of  her  pain  ; 
but  the  days  of  her  appointed  time 
being  come,  nothing  was  available  to 
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bribe  the  {haft  of  death,  which  camfc 
upon  her  whild  die  was  attempting 
in  broken  accents  to  ding  thefe  words, 


“ His  comforts  bear  my  fpirits  up/’ 

Thus  die  expired  in  the  full  afl'urance 
of  faith,  which  was  denied  her  in  her 
pilgrimage  date  till  this  latter  part  of 
her  vifltation. 

The  Sick  Mans  Friend's  phyflciati 
vifited  her  in  thefe  her  painful  and 
trying  moments,  and  this  orphan  wa& 
no  lels  thecareand  object  of  his  com- 
paffion  than  were  the  aged  and  the 
widow  ; and  as  his  advice  in  this 
cafe  concurred  with  my  fentiments 
upon  the  fubjeft,  that  under  thefe 
opprellions  of  mind  and  body,  not 
'to  elate  her  mind  too  much  under 
thele  feelingSp  and  cautioufly  to  be 
aware  of  deprefling  her  foul  as  it  was 
fixed  upon  the  rock  of  eternal  ages, 
even  Jel'us  Chrid,  therefore  in  this 
her  languid  date  of  body,  not  to 
wound  her  whom  the  Lord  would 
have  healed.  I continued  my  viflta- 
tions  till  the  Monday  evening  (Au- 
gud  6)  before  fhe  died.  She  died  on 
the  Tuefday,  of  which  I was  informed 
on  the  Wednelday  anorning.  by  the 
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aged  woman  that  was  with  her.  Dr.' 
Peckwell  called  upon  me  about  half 
an  hour  after  the  aged  woman  had 
been  at  my  houfe,  and  a Iked  me  how 
the  young  woman  (Mary  Stone)  was 
— I told  him  Ihe  was  dead — he  feemed 
furprized  that  I did  not  let  him  know 
of  it  before.  I told  him  he  had  the 
information  aim  oft  as  foon  as  I had  it 
myfelf.  He  faid  he  wifhed  he  had 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  known  it 
before — but,  fays  he,  it  is  not  too 
late  now  ; he  faid  he  had  a great  de- 
lire to  have  the  body  opened  if  it  was 
agreeable  to  her  friends,  for  he  faid 
fhe  had  peculiar  complaints,  and  a 
complication  of  diforders.  He  had 
his  foil  with  him  when  he  called  upon 
me,  and  therefore  propofed  it  to  me 
to  go  to  alk  the  conlent  of  the  friends, 
but  he  altered  his  mind,  and  laid,  I 
will  leave  Bob  (his  foil’s  name)  with 
you,  and  I will  go  myfelf,  replying, 

I have  no  doubt  1 lhall  have  their  con- 
fent ; upon  this  he  departed  and  was 
not  away  above  twenty  minutes,  and 
then  returned  aud  delired  me  to  walk 
with  him  into  a back  apartment  of 
mine,  and  there  he  related  to  me  the 
whole  procefs  of  the  operation,  and 

in 
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in  particular  told  me,  that  the  vifcera 
or  bowels  was  full  of  putrid  corrupted 
matter ; alfo  faid  the  operation  was 
rather  offend ve — afked  me  for  half  a 
glafs  of  brandy,  at  the  fame  time 
wiping  his  fingers  with  his  handker- 
chief, as  though  they  then  fmarted ; 
but  as  I did  not  apprehend  the  confe- 
quence  then,  I did  not  think  of  afking 
him.  He  propofed  then  to  preach  a 
funeral  fermon  upon  the  occafion  of 
the  young  woman’s  death,  which  was 
to  be  preached  on  Sunday  evening  fol- 
lowing, alfo  telling  me  that  he  would 
have  a collection  afterwards  for  to 
eftablifh  and  fupport  a fupply  of  me- 
dicines only,  as  the  expences  were 
increafing,  at  the  fame  time  requeft- 
ing  me  to  make  a memorandum  of 
her  dying  flyings,  that  he  might 
therefrom  enforce  the  neceffity  of 
•cleaving  to  the  Lord  with  full  purpofe 
of  heart  ; from  her  dying  experience, 
he  acknowledged  to  me,  that  he  had 
not  met  with  a cafe  of  fuch  undiflem- 
bled  affeCtion  towards  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift ; and  1 muft  confefs,  that  I 
fcarce  met  with  one  fo  fincere,  and  yet 
fimple  in  the  expreffions  of  the  feel- 
ings of  her  mind.  1 fhaH  quit  this 
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fubjeft  with  one  obfervation  more,  in 
regard  to  his  approved  fkill  in  the 
medical  line,  though  I would  by  no 
means  drop  it  to  the  depreciating  of 
thofe  able  phyficians  we  have  in  this 
metropolis  : the  perfon  who  was  the 
fubjedt  of  the  complaint  had  made 
application  to  mod;  of  the  faculty  wdio 
'were  eminent  for  judgment,  and  in 
his  applications  to  them,  none  of  their 
prefcrfptions  had  fucceeded,  but  he. 
was  getting  worfe  and  worfe,  more 
debilitated,  and  much  reduced ; he 
applied  to  me  as  a medium  of  accefs 
to  Dr.  Peckwell,  wilhing  to  have  his 
advice.  The  dodlor  agreed  to  fee  him 
the  next  morning,  and  upon  inquiry, 
he  perfectly  underdood  his  cafe,  pre- 
fcribed  him  medicine  that  took  the 
defired  effedt,  and  the  perfon  is  now 
in  as  good  date  of  health  as  he  ever 
was.  I fhall  now  wind  up  the  fubjedt 
with  a word  of  improvement  and  ex* 
hortation. 

The  general  fcope  of  the  fcriptures 
evidently  fets  forth  the  Lord  to  be  a 
wife  workman,  working  after  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will,  who  takes 
notice  of  the  mod  minute  circum* 
dances,  that  even  the  hairs  of  our 
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heads  are  numbered,  and  a fp arrow 
falleth  not  to  the  ground  but  that  he 
is  a ftrift  obferver  of  ; and  fhall  this 
breach  be  made  in  his  vineyard,  and 
the  Lord  not  have  done  it  ? he  that 
openeth  and  no  man  jhutteth,  and  JJoutietb 
and  no  man  openeth.  Rev.  iii.  7.  - The 
means  and  the  end  are  ordained  by 
that  fovereign  difpofer  of  every  event, 
to  bring  about  his  purpofes  in  all  his 
difpenlations  ; but  the  latter  is  always 
lhut  up  in  his  own  bread;  till  the  event 
takes  place,  and  till  then  is  not  dif- 
coverable  by  finite  capacities  ; and  that 
is  the  reafon,  as  fuch,  that  we  are  to 
ufe  all  means,  to  anfwer  the  end  that 
God  has  appointed  them  for  : — Food 
to  fupport  our  animal  frames,  medi- 
cine to  heal  them  when  difeafed.  Now 
if  we  negledt  the  one  or  the  other, 
the  body  muft,  or  may,  die  in  the  fail- 
ure of  one  or  the  other.  It  cannot  be 
denied  but  only  by  thofe  that  are  fcep- 
tics,  that  there  have  been  great  dilco- 
veries  made  in  regard  to  the  animal  or 
human  frame,  and  one  of  the  greateft 
. of  them  lately  difcovered  by  our  coun- 
tryman, Dr.  Harvey,  in  regard  to  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  ; and  if  luch 
difcoveries  have  been  made,  and  that 
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fo  Intel v,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  human  life,  that  it  may  be  ren- 
dered more  comfortable,  why  may  not 
other  as  great  difeoveries  be  made  to 
the  mitigation  of  pains  and  diforders, 
through  the  diligent  inquiry  into  the 
nature  of  diforders,  and  their  ends  ? 
einecially  when  the  glory  of  God  is 
the  chief  deiign . It  was  this  that 
flimuiated  our  late  valuable  friend* 
that  he  might  be  made  ferviceable  in 
his  two-fold  capacity  ; that  as  he  was 
blelfed  of  the  Lord  with  two  talents, 
he  (according  to  his  own  words  once 
dropped  upon  this  fubjedt)  was  not  to 
bury  one  becaufe  be  two,  but  was 

called  upon  to  the  exercife  of  them 
both,  and  to  follow  the  example  of 
his  Matter,  doing  good  to  the  bodies 
as  well  as  to  the  louls  of  his  fellow- 
creatures.  In  the  purfuit  of  this 
praife-worthy  conduct,  he  was  ap- 
prehended by  the  fatal  means,  whiltt 
in  the  exercife  of  informing  his  judg- 
ment in  the  fcience  ; and  fo  lott  his 
own  life  whiltt  he  was  pursuing,  bv 
acquired  fkill,  the  temporal  eale  and 
happinefs  of  furviving  fellow  crea- 
tures. This  was  not  done  prefump- 
tuouily,  but  cautioufly,  as  he  had 
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done  before  in  like  cafes.  The  acci- 
dent of  pricking  his  finger  with  the 
needle,  muff  have  happened  when  he 
took  it  out  from  the  cafe  of  inftru- 
ments  to  get  it  ready  with  the  thread 
for  the  fewing  up  of  the  body,  which 
no  doubt  was  done  when  he  had  lent 
one  woman  to  call  in  the  other  to 
afliftance,  for  it  was  ready  upon  the 
drawers  before  he  began  the  operation. 
After  having  opened  the  body,  he  ex- 
amined every  part  of  the  entrails  ; he 
found  the  greater  part  of  the  lungs 
wafted,  and  took  a little  piece  thereof 
in  his  fingers,  and  fhewed  the  woman 
affifting  him  how  it  was  decayed,  and 
likewife  told  her  that  all  the  other 
parts  were  found.  In  the  examina-*- 
tion  of  the  body  he  had  fuilied  both 
his  hands,  and  in  the  operation  his 
finger  fmarted  much.  He  was  afked  by 
one  of  the  women,  if  he  had  cuthimfelf 
He  replied  No,  but  I have  hurt  it,  and 
it  f marts  very  much.  She  afked  him 
if  he  would  have  any  thing  to  put  to  it » 
He  replied  No,  it  was  but  trifling . 
After  he  had  examined  the  body,  he 
took  the  needle  and  thread,  which 
was  ready  prepared,  and  he  fewed  up 
the  body  himfelf,  and  did  not  then 
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prick  his  finger.  After  having  done 
this,  he  afked  for  lome  water  to  wafh 
his  hands.  From  this  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  is  moft  probable  that 
he  had  pricked  his  finger  in  the  pre- 
paring the  needle  and  thread,  before 
he  touched  the  body ; and.  it  was  a 
very  flight  wound,  for  it  fcarcely  ap- 
peared to  bleed.  Now,  how  did  all 
thefe  circumftances  attending  this 
operation,  feem  at  that  time  to  be 
very  trivial  in  themfelves  ? neverthe- 
lefs  they  were  all  confpiring  to  bring 
to  pafs  that  which  an  unerring  hand 
had  before  directed  ; even  the  hand  of 
that  God,  whofe  ways  are  in  the  deep, 
*md  not  fully,  in  the  prefent  {fate  of 
things,  to  be  known  ; but  the  iffue  of 
this  adventure  has  brought  about  the 
death  of  a valuable  man  to  lociety, 
and  which  is  now  lamented  by  thou- 
fands,  who  have  been  benefited  thro’ 
his  labours  in  both  refpe&s. 

My  Chriffian  friends  and  brethren, 
let  us  not  forrow  as  men  without  hope , 
on  account  of  this  breach  made  amongft 
us,  but  let  the  prophet’s  reproof  be 
fuff e red  amongft  us,  The  righteous 
perijheth  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart , 
and  merciful  men  are  taken  away , none 
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tmfukrhig  that  the  righteous  is  taken 
a 'way  from  the  evil  income,  Mjiiahli.  i. 
The  profitable  improvement  to  be 
made  of  this  bereavment  will  be,  to  ] 
lay  it  to  heart,  and  confider  that  he  is  . 
taken  from  the  evil  to  come,  and  that 
to  ns  who  are  left  behind,  he  being 
dead,  yet  preacheth  in , his  works,  life  ; 
and  converfuion,  faying,  Prepare  to  . 
meet  thy  God . And  his  laid  text  an 
fermon  does  as  it  were  point  with 
a finger  to  the  two  fucceeding  verles, 
the  7th  and  8th  verfes  of  the  xiiith  of 
Hebrews,  Remember  them  which  have 
the  rule  over  you,  who  have  fpoken  unto 
you  the  word  of  God ; whofe  faith  fol- 
low, conf  dering  the  end  of  their  co?iver- 
f at  ion,  JefusChrif,  the  fame yefler  day,  and 
to-day , a?id  for  ever.  And.  I am  iure 
that  I may  finally  conclude,  and  f ly, 
that  the  end  of  all  his  preaching  was 
Jelus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified;  that 
he  laid,  as  a mafter-builder,  no  other 
foundation  than  what  God  has  laid, 
even  Jefus  Ch rift,  the  chief  corner- 
ftone,  to  raife  up  a fuperffrudture,  and 
that  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  prophets 
and  apoifles,  rejecting  all  innovations 
of  men,  merely  as  they  v^ere  the  doc- 
trines of  men.  And  now  me  thinks  I 

hear 


( «7  ) 

hear  him  fay,  My  poor  confli&ing 
fellow  finners,  hold  on  and  hold  out 
to  the  end,  fighting  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  ftrengthened  with  the  Spirit's 
might  in  the  inward  man,  and  you 
ihall  be  brought  into  that  uninter- 
rupted reft  which  I now  enjoy,  with 
the  reft  of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfect.  Amen. 
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